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HAND 

Research Advisory Committee 

Families 

 There are currently 268,871 people in Hamilton County. (Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 

2007-2011) 

 There are currently 98,959 households in Hamilton County. (Census ACS 5-year 

Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 43.4% of Hamilton County households have at least one person under 18. (Census ACS 

5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 Westfield has the highest percentage of households with at least one person under 18. 

(Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 The average household size in Hamilton County is 2.7 (Census ACS 5-year Estimates) 

 More than half of the adults in Hamilton County (over age 25) have at least a bachelor’s 

degree.  Two thirds of Carmel adults have at least a bachelor’s degree. (Census ACS 5-

year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 6.1% of Hamilton County residents under age 18 live in poverty.  In Arcadia, more than 

25% of people under 18 live in poverty. (Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 One fifth of Hamilton County households headed by a female with no husband present 

live in poverty. (Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 The percentage of the population that is school age in Hamilton County began to decline 

in 2006 after peaking in 2005. (Stats Indiana) 

 The school age population is expected to decline as a percentage of the total population 

through 2050. (Stats Indiana) 

 The number of licensed child care homes has been declining as the number of licensed 

child care centers has increased. (Stats Indiana) 

 The unemployment rate in Hamilton County went up dramatically in 2009 and peaked 

in 2010 as a result of the recession.  The 2011 unemployment rate was 6.3%. (Stats 

Indiana) 

 Hamilton County is expected to grow to a population of 468,913 by 2035 and 547,758 by 

2050 using the Stats Indiana projections. 

 The Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) population projection 

shows Hamilton County will grow to 497,043 residents by 2035.  It projects 184,530 

households in the county by that time.  
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 The largest employment sectors of employees covered by Unemployment Insurance are 

retail trade and health care/social assistance.  These data are collected by place of work. 

(Covered Employment and Wages, Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

 The average annual wage for employees covered by Unemployment Insurance is 

$45,362.  Utilities is the highest paying sector ($108,345) and Accommodations and Food 

Service is the lowest ($14,500). 

 BEA employment numbers cover a broader range of employees, including sole 

proprietors.  The largest sectors using this data are retail trade and finance/insurance. 

(Bureau of Economic Analysis) 

 15% of homeowners with a mortgage are cost burdened, meaning they spend more than 

35% of household income on housing. (Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 6% of homeowners without a mortgage are cost burdened. (Census ACS 5-year 

Estimates, 2007-2011) 

 26% of renters are cost burdened. (Census ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011) 
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Charts, Tables, and Maps 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 
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Stats Indiana based on Census 

 

Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

Stats Indiana 
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Stats Indiana 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 
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Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 

 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 
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Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 

 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 
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Stats Indiana 

 

Stats Indiana 
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Employment by Industry - Covered Employment and Wages 

(place of work) 

 

Hamilton County (2011) Number  Percent Average 

Annual 

Wage 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting                  561  0.5% $42,405  

Mining                  169  0.2% $58,470  

Utilities                  966  0.9% $108,345  

Construction              5,879  5.3% $50,935  

Manufacturing              5,179  4.7% $52,688  

Wholesale Trade              6,181  5.6% $68,313  

Retail Trade            14,258  12.8% $26,535  

Transportation/Warehousing              1,471  1.3% $45,537  

Information              3,189  2.9% $58,932  

Real Estate/Rental/Leasing              2,000  1.8% $74,202  

Professional/Scientific/Technical              7,164  6.4% $57,414  

Management of Companies              2,183  2.0% $73,215  

Administration/Support/Waste 

Management/Remediation 

           10,410  9.4% $86,085  

Educational Services                  985  0.9% $39,131  

Health Care/Social Assistance            12,914  11.6% $25,123  

Arts/Entertainment/Recreation              2,125  1.9% $43,519  

Accommodations/Food Service            10,766  9.7% $20,138  

Other Services (except Public Administration)              3,222  2.9% $14,500  

Public Administration              3,305  3.0% $23,348  

Unallocated                       9  0.0% $42,199  

TOTAL          111,199   $34,965  
 

 

BEA Employment Including Sole Proprietors 

Hamilton County (2011) 

Number Percent 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting 183 0.1% 

Mining 362 0.2% 

Utilities 982 0.6% 

Construction 9168 5.2% 

Manufacturing 5903 3.4% 

Wholesale Trade 7865 4.5% 

Retail Trade 18835 10.8% 
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Transportation/Warehousing 2097 1.2% 

Information 3875 2.2% 

Finance/Insurance 18453 10.5% 

Real Estate/Rental/Leasing 14458 8.3% 

Professional/Scientific/Technical 15958 9.1% 

Management of Companies 2272 1.3% 

Administration/Support/Waste 

Management/Remediation 

13786 7.9% 

Educational Services 3556 2.0% 

Health Care/Social Assistance 17106 9.8% 

Arts/Entertainment/Recreation 5326 3.0% 

Accommodations/Food Service 11794 6.7% 

Other Services (except Public Administration) 9156 5.2% 

Government and Government Enterprises 13331 7.6% 

TOTAL 175173  
 

 

Indianapolis MPO 
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Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 

 

 

Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 
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Census, ACS 5-year Estimates, 2007-2011 

  

18% 

16% 

16% 14% 

10% 

26% 

Gross Rent as a Percentage of Household Income 

Less than 15%

15-19.9%

20-24.9%

25-29.9%

30-34.9%

35% or More



14 | P a g e  

 

 

Self-Sufficiency Standard 

Hamilton County 

 1 adult 2 adults 1 adult    

1 child 

2 adults          

1 child 

2 adults;  

2 children 

2 adults;     

3 

children 

Housing $780 $780 $927 $927 $927 $1,199 

Child Care $0 $0 $443 $443 $885 $1,328 

Food $229 $450 $406 $617 $766 $897 

Transportation $219 $422 $225 $428 $428 $428 

Health Care $148 $399 $357 $420 $442 $464 

Miscellaneous $138 $205 $236 $283 $345 $432 

Taxes $314 $386 $515 $553 $679 $923 

       

Self-Sufficiency Wage     

Hourly (per adult)  $    10.19   $       7.31   $    16.64   $       9.86   $    11.76   $    14.93  

Monthly 

(household) 

 $    1,793   $    2,575   $    2,928   $    3,469   $    4,139   $    5,255  

Annual (household)  $  21,516   $  30,897   $  35,135   $  41,631   $  49,671   $  63,054  
Self-Sufficiency Index 


